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Study Population: 

Canadians aged 18 years or older.  

 

Sample: 

A total of 1,000 Quebeckers were surveyed. 

 

Data Collection Method: 

This study was conducted online and data collection was carried out 

 from October 22 to October 29, 2014.  

 

Weighting and Representativeness: 

To rectify imbalances and render the sample representative of the studied 

population, raw data were weighted according to the actual distribution of 

the population based on gender, age, and regions. Results were weighted 

using data from the 2011 Census from Statistics Canada. 

 

A random sample of this size would yield a margin of error of +/- 3%, with 

a confidence interval of 95% (19 times out of 20).  

 

Context and Objectives 

4 

Notes:  

• It should be noted that the numbers presented have been rounded. On the other hand, numbers before rounding have been used 

to calculate the sums presented. For this reason, these sums may not match the manual summation of the numbers presented. 

• Results presenting significant statistical differences are indicated in a box (Key Insights page) 

Leger was mandated by Artisan Research and Communication to conduct a study with Quebeckers on their views on a potential 

deal between the Ontario and Quebec governments on Quebec’s surplus electricity. 

The main objectives of the study program were to determine the following: 

• Knowledge, awareness, attitudes and opinion toward Quebec’s electricity surplus.  

• Level of support for the Quebec’s Government plan to sell electricity to Ontario and other states/provinces; 
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Key Insights 

There is a significant 

difference in the results 

within clusters of 

respondents who agree 

to sell electricity to 

Ontario:  

 

• The youngest 

     (18-35 years old) 

 

• Those for whom 

French is not their 

mother tongue 

 

• Those who vote for 

the Liberals (PLQ) 

In general, almost 7 Quebeckers out of 10 support the idea of selling Quebec's electricity 

surplus to other states and provinces during the periods when it is not needed to meet local 

demand (69%). 

A large majority of Quebeckers (between 60% and 69%) say they oppose the sale of 

electricity to Ontario and other provinces:  

• If it means that Quebec pays more fees for infrastructure 

• If Quebec sells its electricity at a preferential rate to Ontario and other 

provinces  

• If Quebec would rather offer its surplus electricity at a preferential rate within 

the province in order to attract new industries. 

In other words, the majority of respondents are opposed to the sale of Quebec's 

electricity if the economic interests of Quebec are not prioritized.  

For respondents, Quebec should be selling its electricity at the best price for which a 

province or industry would be willing to pay. Strengthening Canada’s national unity is 

clearly an insufficient argument for Quebeckers to sell their electricity. Quebeckers 

would therefore not consider selling their electricity at a preferential rate to Ontario. 

Respondents believe it is more important to focus on the needs of Quebeckers. 

 

However, if the government of Quebec entered into a broader agreement to strengthen 

collaboration between the two provinces an promote Canadian unity, one Quebecker out of 

two would agree to sell a large volume of electricity at a preferential or fixed rate to 

Ontario.  

 

1 

2 

3 
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Detailed Results 

Q1. Were you aware that Hydro-Quebec currently produces more electricity than Quebec needs in the summer months but requires 

all of its capacity to meet high electricity demand in the winter? 

66% 

31% 

3% 

Yes

No

Don't know
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Detailed Results 

Q2. Do you support or oppose Hydro-Quebec selling its surplus electricity to other states and provinces in the periods when it is not 

needed to meet local demands?   

4% 

27% 

69% 

Don't know

Oppose

Support
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Detailed Results 

Q3. If Hydro-Quebec wanted to set a policy on the development of business deals with other jurisdictions to sell electricity from 

Quebec, please tell me if you support or oppose the following options.   

11% 

12% 

13% 

11% 

9% 

28% 

66% 

71% 

28% 

31% 

61% 

21% 

16% 

61% 

60% 

Sell surplus electricity to the benefit of Quebec at the
highest price possible and not give preference to

Ontario or other provinces

Sell Quebec's surplus electricity to Ontario at a
discount to strengthen national unity

Hydro-Quebec should spend billions to build more
electricity supply and infrastructure to supply the

needs of Ontario

Offer surplus electricity at reduced rates as a means
of attracting new industries into the province of

Quebec as opposed to providing the electricity to
other juridictions

Hydro-Quebec should focus on meeting the needs of
Quebec only at the lowest price and not be a provider

of electricity to other jurisdictions

Support Oppose Don't know
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Detailed Results 

Q4. If the governments of Quebec and Ontario entered into a broader agreement to strengthen collaboration between the two 

provinces and promote Canadian unity. Would you agree or disagree with the sell of a large volume of electricity at a preferential or 

fixed rate to Ontario as one of the elements of that agreement?  

14% 

37% 

51% 

42% 

7% 

49% 

Strongly disagree

Disagree somewhat

Net disagree

Agree somewhat

Strongly Agree

Net agree
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Detailed Results 

Q5. And, would you agree to this same deal of the sale of electricity to Ontario at a preferential rate, if Hydro-Quebec had to invest 

billions of dollars in infrastructure to carry to and generate this electricity for Ontario?   

13% 

54% 

67% 

25% 

8% 

33% 

Strongly disagree

Disagree somewhat

Net disagree

Agree somewhat

Strongly Agree

Net agree
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Total 

n= 1033 

Gender 

Female 51% 

Male 49% 

Region 

Mtl CMA  48% 

Qc City CMA 10% 

Other 42% 

Age 

18-24 11% 

25-34 16% 

35-44 16% 

45-54 20% 

55-64 17% 

65-74 17% 

75 or older 3% 

Language 

French 78% 

English 16% 

Other 6% 

Total 

n= 1033 

Language 

Single 28% 

Married 37% 

Common law 25% 

Divorced 8% 

Widowed 2% 

Revenue 

$19,999 or less 11% 

Between $20,000 and $39,999 18% 

Between $40,000 and $59,999 19% 

Between $60,000 and $79,999 15% 

Between $80,000 and $99,999 12% 

$100,000 or more 13% 

Are you responsible for at least part of 

the Hydro-Quebec bill sent to your  

home? 

Yes 87% 

No 12% 

Don’t know/ Refuse 1% 

Education 

Elementary/secondary 39% 

College 27% 

University 33% 

Total 

n= 1033 

Telephone service? 

…ONLY to one (or several) landline(s)/ 

residential telephone lines  
15% 

…ONLY to one (or several) mobile 

telephone(s) 
19% 

   …to BOTH: landline(s) AND mobile   

telephone(s) 
65% 

Children UNDER 18 YEARS OLD  

Yes: 12 years of age and OLDER ONLY 8% 

Yes: 12 years of age and older AND 

younger than 12 years old  
13% 

No children under 18 years old at all in 

the household 
74% 

Occupation  

Office worker/ services/ sales 20% 

Manual workers 7% 

Professionals 24% 

  Homemakers 5% 

Students 7% 

Retired 26% 

Unemployed 5% 



Leger is the largest Canadian-owned polling, strategic advice and market research firm 

600 employees 

75 consultants 

Present in more than 100 countries through its international Worldwide Independent Network (WIN)  

Our firm distinguishes itself through its marketing intelligence and tailored strategic advice 

Canada: Montreal, Quebec City, Toronto, Edmonton, Calgary / United States: Philadelphia / Europe: Zurich 



www.leger360.com 


