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Online survey with representative sample of 
2,614 Canadian adults 18+.  Survey was made 
available in both English and French.

Data collection:
January 6-17, 2022

To ensure a fully representative sample, data 
weighted by age, gender, and region based on 
Statistics Canada data 

Significant differences between areas marked 
as follows:
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Methodology

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.
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Sample Sample 
Size

Margin of 
Error 

19/20*

Newfoundland and Labrador 132 +8.5%

Nova Scotia 172 +7.5%

PEI 126 +8.7%

New Brunswick 159 +7.8%

Quebec 476 +4.5%

Ontario 775 +3.5%

Saskatchewan/Manitoba 139 +8.3%

Alberta 223 +6.6%

British Columbia 272 +5.9%

Territories 140 +8.3%
Total 2614 +1.9%

*Technically, a margin of error cannot be associated with a non-
probability sample survey. 
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KEY FINDINGS
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Canadians believe that healthcare is one of the most important domestic issues facing Canada today.  

However, 56% of Canadians believe that the quality of healthcare provided in their province or territory has worsened over 
the past 5 years.

Even more Canadians believe that the pandemic has exacerbated these issues - 78% believe the pandemic has had a large 
negative impact on Canada’s healthcare systems.

Across all provinces, increased wait times and backlogs for surgery and other procedures and doctor/nursing shortages as a 
result of burnout are the top perceived negative impacts of the pandemic.  These are identified as the top healthcare 
priorities if there was more money for healthcare coming from the federal government.

As a result, 82% of Canadians are worried about getting health services when they are needed and 87% of Canadians agree 
that an immediate increase in funding and resources is needed to help alleviate the considerable strain the pandemic on their
province or territory’s healthcare system. Beyond this, 78% of Canadians agree that for long-term improvements in 
healthcare the federal government’s funding must be sustainable and maintained over time.

Few Canadians (22%) believe that the federal government currently provides an adequate amount of funding to 
provinces/territories to properly deliver health services to citizens and even fewer (10%) believe this when they learn that 
funding has declined from 50% to 22% since 1960.  56% feel it is unfair that the provinces and territories have to make up 
over three-quarters of the cost of providing healthcare service in Canada.  Half of Canadians, and more so those who live in 
smaller provinces, are concerned that if the provincial and territorial share of healthcare spending continues to increase, 
larger provinces will have a better system and smaller provinces or territories will have a poorer health system.

65% of Canadians agree that their provincial or territorial government is best able to determine healthcare spending needs in
their province/territory compared to 11% who believe that the federal government is best able.  84% believe that provinces 
and territories should have the flexibility to adapt healthcare funding to their specific needs. 



DETAILED RESULTS



Relative Importance 
of Healthcare 



Relative Importance of Healthcare (Aided, Top 3)

Just over one-quarter believe healthcare is one of the most important domestic issues facing Canada today – only behind cost of 
living/affordability. 

Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
QA. What would you say are the three most important domestic issues facing Canada today?

Cost of living/affordability Reconciliation with Indigenous peoples

Health care Education

Impact of climate change/global warming Crime/public safety

Economic impacts of COVID-19 Addiction/Fentanyl crisis

Housing/price of real estate Pipelines – getting them built

Health impacts of COVID-19 Child care

Mental health Pipelines – stopping new ones

Economy/jobs Roads and congestion

COVID vaccinations Old growth logging

Taxes Money laundering

Worker shortage Car insurance

Homelessness Transit

Poverty High speed internet

Gas prices Other

Low wages 

37%
27%

25%
25%

23%
22%

16%
15%

13%
10%
10%
9%

8%
8%
7%

7%
6%
6%
5%
5%
4%

2%
2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
1%
3%
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Importance of Healthcare (Aided, Top 3) 

x REGION

Healthcare is consistently 
ranked as one of the top 

domestic issues facing 
Canada across all 

provinces and Territories.

10Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
QA. What would you say are the three most important domestic issues facing Canada today?

27%

24%

26%

22%

27%

23%

34%

41%

47%

43%

34%

21%

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

Rank/28
TOTAL (n=2,614) 2nd 

British Columbia (n=272) 4th

Alberta (n=223) 3rd

Saskatchewan (n=63*) 3rd

Manitoba (n=76*) 3rd

Ontario (n=775) 5th

Quebec (n=476) 1st

New Brunswick (n=159) 1st

Nova Scotia (n=172) 1st

Prince Edward Island (n=126) 2nd

Newfoundland (n=132) 2nd

Territories (n=140) 6th



Assessment of Healthcare 
Systems Overall



Same
Don’t 
know

36% British Columbia
(n=272)

8%

34% Alberta
(n=223)

5%

36% Saskatchewan
(n=63*)

9%

19% Manitoba
(n=76*)

3%

34% Ontario
(n=775)

5%

29% Quebec
(n=476)

3%

23% New Brunswick
(n=159)

4%

25% Nova Scotia
(n=172)

4%

36% Prince Edward Island
(n=126)

1%

34% Newfoundland
(n=132)

3%

40% Territories
(n=140)

4%

Perceived Change in Healthcare Quality Over Past 5 Years

Over half of Canadians believe that the quality of healthcare 
provided in their province or territory has worsened over 
the past 5 years. 
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7%

56%

32%

5%

Improved
Worsened
Stayed the same
Don’t know

TOTAL

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

11%

7%

3%

7%

7%

6%

10%

5%

9%

3%

10%

45%

55%

51%

71%

53%

63%

63%

66%

54%

60%

47%

ImprovedWorsened

Base: All respondents (n=2,614). *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q2. Thinking back before the pandemic, in your opinion has the quality of the healthcare provided 
in your province or territory improved, worsened or stayed the same over the past 5 years?

REGION



British Columbia
(n=272)

Alberta
(n=223)

Saskatchewan
(n=63*)

Manitoba
(n=76*)

Ontario
(n=775)

Quebec
(n=476)

New Brunswick
(n=159)

Nova Scotia
(n=172)

Prince Edward Island
(n=126)

Newfoundland
(n=132)

Territories
(n=140)

Perceived Impact of Pandemic on Healthcare

Three-quarters of Canadians say that the pandemic has had 
a large negative impact on Canada’s healthcare systems.

13Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

Base: All respondents (n=2,614). *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q3. How would you rate the pandemic’s impact on Canada’s healthcare systems, using a scale 
where ‘1’ means the impact was very little and ‘10’ it was very large?

REGION

34%
9%

19%

21%

39%

3
1 -
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 -
Don't know

Very little impact/not challenged

Large impact/very challenged

Large Impact/Challenged

31%

38%

22%

39%

40%

43%

33%

34%

32%

36%

39%

40%

37%

40%

37%

40%

38%

47%

48%

51%

42%

38%

72%

75%

62%

76%

81%

82%

80%

82%

83%

77%

77%

8-9/1010/10

Large/Challenged (8-10/10) - 78%
Moderate (5-7/10) - 16%

Little/not Challenged (1-4/10) - 3%TOTAL

78% 
Pandemic has 

had a large 
impact



Biggest Negative Consequence/Impact of Pandemic 
(Aided)

Across all provinces, increased wait times and backlogs for surgery and other procedures and 
doctor/nursing shortages as a result of burnout are the top perceived negative impacts of the pandemic.
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Base: All respondents (n=2,614). *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q7. The pandemic created challenges for Canada’s healthcare systems in a number of areas. Thinking about the situation in 
your province or territory what has been the biggest negative consequence or impact of the COVID pandemic?

TOTAL

REGION
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PE NL TRT

(n=272) (n=223) (n=63*) (n=76*) (n=775) (n=476) (n=159) (n=172) (n=126) (n=132) (n=180)

Wait time increases and backlogs for 
surgery, diagnostic tests, and other 

procedures
42% 57% 52% 46% 37% 41% 44% 49% 41% 61% 39%

Doctor and nursing shortages as a 
result of burn-out from the pandemic 32% 25% 17% 33% 35% 41% 33% 42% 36% 19% 46%

The need to increase staffing and 
update safety procedures at 

personal and long-term care homes
10% 6% 9% 7% 13% 11% 11% 5% 14% 10% 8%

The need to expand Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) capacity in preparation

for the next pandemic
7% 9% 9% 6% 9% 4% 4% 3% 4% 2% 6%

Don’t know 8% 3% 13% 8% 6% 3% 7% 2% 5% 7% 2%

43%

34%

11%

7%

6%

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.



Healthcare Wait Times
Three-quarters of Canadians feel wait times for common procedures have increased over the past 5 years, while 90% feel the 
pandemic has increased the wait time to access healthcare services. 4-in-5 Canadian adults are worried about getting health services 
and treatments when they are needed as a result of the pandemic’s impact on the health system.

15

6%

78%

6%
10%

Decreased
Increased
Stayed the same
Don’t know

CHANGE IN WAIT TIMES IN 
PAST 5 YEARS

90%

4%6%

Yes

No

Don't know

PERCEPTION PANDEMIC 
INCREASED WAIT TIMES

34%

49%

11%
3 3

Very worried
Somewhat worried
Somewhat not worried
Not at all worried
Don’t know

WORRY ABOUT GETTING HEALTH 
SERVICES WHEN NEEDED AS 

RESULT OF PANDEMIC

82%
Worried

Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q9. Do you feel the wait times for common procedures such as joint replacements, cataract surgery or seeing a specialist have decreased, increased or stayed the same over the past 5 years?
Q8. Do you feel the COVID pandemic increased the wait time to access healthcare services in your province or territory?
Q10. Are you worried or not worried about getting health services and treatments when you need them as a result of the pandemic’s impact on the health system?



6%

6%

2%

7%

5%

7%

7%

3%

5%

4%

10%

8%

TOTAL (n=2,614)

British Columbia (n=272)

Alberta (n=223)

Saskatchewan (n=63*)

Manitoba (n=76*)

Ontario (n=775)

Quebec (n=476)

New Brunswick (n=159)

Nova Scotia (n=172)

Prince Edward Island (n=126)

Newfoundland (n=132)

Territories (n=140)

Healthcare Wait Times
x REGION

Across Canada, the story remains the same overall – most Canadian adults feel wait times have increased over the past 5 years and 
have been made worse by the pandemic. As a result, there is a high level of worry about the ability to get necessary medical 
treatments when they’re needed.
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Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution. 
Q9. Do you feel the wait times for common procedures such as joint replacements, cataract surgery or seeing a specialist have decreased, 
increased or stayed the same over the past 5 years? Q8. Do you feel the COVID pandemic increased the wait time to access healthcare 
services in your province or territory? Q10. Are you worried or not worried about getting health services and treatments when you need 
them as a result of the pandemic’s impact on the health system?

90%

88%

89%

86%

92%

89%

92%

90%

92%

80%

95%

83%

CHANGE IN WAIT TIME 
IN PAST 5 YEARS

PERCEPTION 
INCREASED WAIT TIMES

WORRY ABOUT WAIT AS 
RESULT OF PANDEMIC

78%

71%

79%

77%

82%

80%

79%

76%

82%

73%

71%

63%

82%

76%

80%

72%

86%

84%

85%

82%

84%

80%

83%

81%

15%

19%

18%

21%

11%

12%

14%

17%

13%

17%

14%

13%

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

WorriedNot worriedIncreasedDecreased



Healthcare Funding
Three-quarters of Canadians believe it’s very important that there is a significant investment of money and resources to help 
health systems recover after the pandemic and a similar proportion say it should be a high priority.  87% agree that because of the 
pandemic there should be an immediate increase in funding and resources.  Very few believe it’s not important/a low priority.

17

Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q4. Thinking of the pandemic’s impact on your province or territory’s healthcare system, how important is it that there be a significant investment of money and resources to help your 
health system recover after the pandemic? Q5. When it comes to the different areas governments will be focused on as Canada emerges from the COVID pandemic, how would you rate the 
need in your province or territory to invest more money and resources to support healthcare as a priority. Q6. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The pandemic has put 
a considerable strain on my province or territory’s healthcare system, and it requires an immediate increase in funding and resources. 

HEALTHCARE AS PRIORITY GIVEN 
PANDEMIC RECOVERY NEEDED IN 

DIFFERENT AREAS

4%
3%
5%

10%

20%

16%

38%
10 - Very important

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1 - Not at all important

Don't know

74%
Very important

3%
Not important 3%

19%

37%

37%

5 - Very high priority

4

3

2

1 - Very low priority

Don't know

74%
High priority

4%
Low priority 4%

7%

35%

52%

Strongly agree

Somewhat agree

Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

Don't know

87%
Agree

9%
Disagree

IMPORTANCE OF SIGNIFICANT 
INVESTMENT GIVEN IMPACT OF 

PANDEMIC

IMMEDIATE INCREASE IN FUNDING 
IS NEEDED GIVEN STRAIN PANDEMIC 

HAS CREATED



Healthcare Funding 
x REGION

Eastern provinces are more likely to believe there should be a significant investment in healthcare funding and that it should be a priority to help 
emerge from the pandemic.
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Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution. 
Q4. Thinking of the pandemic’s impact on your province or territory’s healthcare system, how important is it that there be a significant investment of money and 
resources to help your health system recover after the pandemic? Q5. When it comes to the different areas governments will be focused on as Canada emerges 
from the COVID pandemic, how would you rate the need in your province or territory to invest more money and resources to support healthcare as a priority. 
Q6. Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? The pandemic has put a considerable strain on my province or territory’s healthcare system, and it 
requires an immediate increase in funding and resources. 

TOTAL (n=2,614)

British Columbia (n=272)

Alberta (n=223)

Saskatchewan (n=63*)

Manitoba (n=76*)

Ontario (n=775)

Quebec (n=476)

New Brunswick (n=159)

Nova Scotia (n=172)

Prince Edward Island (n=126)

Newfoundland (n=132)

Territories (n=140)

38%

31%

36%

19%

39%

40%

44%

42%

38%

32%

31%

47%

35%

35%

31%

37%

35%

36%

36%

37%

44%

40%

41%

20%

74%

66%

66%

56%

74%

76%

79%

79%

82%

72%

72%

66%

8-9/1010/10

IMPORTANCE OF SIGNIFICANT 
INVESTMENT GIVEN IMPACT 
OF PANDEMIC

HEALTHCARE AS PRIORITY 
GIVEN PANDEMIC RECOVERY 
NEEDED IN DIFFERENT AREAS

IMMEDIATE INCREASE IN FUNDING 
NEEDED GIVEN STRAIN PANDEMIC 
HAS CREATED

37%

26%

32%

25%

40%

39%

40%

47%

46%

37%

41%

37%

37%

41%

34%

34%

41%

36%

39%

34%

39%

36%

33%

31%

74%

67%

67%

59%

80%

75%

78%

81%

85%

73%

74%

68%

45 – Top priority

52%

40%

51%

37%

59%

53%

58%

58%

54%

37%

48%

48%

35%

41%

33%

41%

26%

35%

31%

35%

37%

51%

41%

38%

87%

81%

84%

78%

85%

88%

89%

94%

91%

88%

89%

86%

Somewhat agreeStrongly agree

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.



Federal-Provincial 
Healthcare Relationship



Perception of Healthcare Funding Roles
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Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q12. Who provides the greatest share of healthcare funding currently in Canada? 
Q18. Which level of government is best able to determine healthcare spending needs in your province or territory?

31%

34%
2%

8%

24%

Federal government
Provincial government
Municipal government
All three equally
Don’t know

GREATEST SHARE OF HEALTHCARE 
FUNDING

11%

65%

14%

11%

The federal government
Your provincial or territorial government
Your local municipality
Don’t know

BEST ABLE TO DETERMINE 
HEALTHCARE SPENDING NEEDS

Currently, Canadians are divided on 
who they believe provides the 
greatest share of healthcare funding 
in Canada.  

Two-thirds of Canadians believe their 
provincial or territorial government 
is best able to determine healthcare 
spending needs in their province or 
territory.



Perception of Healthcare Funding Roles 
x REGION

Across Canada, Canadians are most likely to believe that their provincial/territorial government is best able to determine 
healthcare spending needs.

21

Greatest Share of 
Healthcare Funding

TOTAL REGION
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PE NL TRT

(n=2,614) (n=272) (n=223) (n=63*) (n=76*) (n=775) (n=476) (n=159) (n=172) (n=126) (n=132) (n=180)

Federal government 31% 31% 32% 35% 49% 29% 29% 36% 35% 52% 43% 53%

Provincial government 34% 31% 33% 25% 14% 32% 49% 29% 28% 23% 26% 15%

Municipal government 2% 2% 3% 4% 2% 1% 1% 3% <1% 1% 1% 1%

All three equally 8% 11% 6% 14% 13% 11% 3% 7% 10% 6% 6% 6%

Don’t know 24% 25% 26% 22% 22% 27% 18% 25% 27% 17% 23% 26%

Best Able to Determine 
Healthcare Spending Needs
The federal government 11% 8% 11% 17% 10% 11% 11% 15% 12% 3% 8% 15%

Your provincial or territorial government 65% 73% 67% 61% 59% 56% 72% 57% 70% 84% 73% 74%

Your local municipality 14% 9% 15% 10% 9% 19% 10% 15% 11% 3% 8% 3%

Don’t know 11% 10% 8% 12% 21% 14% 7% 13% 7% 9% 11% 8%

Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q12. Who provides the greatest share of healthcare funding currently in Canada?
Q18. Which level of government is best able to determine healthcare spending needs in your province or territory?

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.



Roles in Allocating Federal Funding
Two-thirds of Canadians believe it’s important that provinces and territories are able to allocate federal funding based on their 
own healthcare priorities.  Half of Canadians would support the federal government increasing healthcare funding to provinces
and territories if it was only for services that provinces and territories determine in advance.

22

IMPORTANCE PROVINCES/TERRITORIES 
ABLE TO ALLOCATE FEDERAL FUNDING

4%
6%

14%

24%15%

25%

8%
1 - Not at all Important
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10 - Very Important
Don't know

Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q16. Currently, the federal government’s primary role when it comes to healthcare is to provide funding to the provinces and territories which they use to directly provide health services to 
citizens based on their priorities. How important is it that the provinces and territories are able to allocate federal funding based on their own healthcare priorities, where ‘1’ means it is not 
at all important and ‘10’ means it is very important? Q17. The federal government has suggested it could increase healthcare funding to provinces and territories but would direct where that 
money should be spent instead. Would you support or oppose the federal government increasing healthcare funding to provinces and territories but only for services that provinces and 
territories determine in advance?

64% 
IMPORTANT

13%

38%
22%

13%

13%
Strongly support
Somewhat support
Somewhat oppose
Strongly oppose
Don’t know

52%
SUPPORT

35% 
OPPOSE

Important - 64%
Not Important - 4%

SUPPORT/OPPOSITION FOR PROVINCES/TERRITORIES IN 
ADVANCE DETERMINING ALLOCATION OF FEDERAL 

GOVERNMENT INCREASES FOR SERVICES 



Roles in Allocating Federal Funding
x REGION

Quebec residents are significantly less likely to support federal government increases in funding if the services must be determined in advance by 
the province.
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Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution. 
Q16. Currently, the federal government’s primary role when it comes to healthcare is to provide funding to the provinces and territories which they use to directly provide health services to 
citizens based on their priorities. How important is it that the provinces and territories are able to allocate federal funding based on their own healthcare priorities, where ‘1’ means it is not at all 
important and ‘10’ means it is very important? Q17. The federal government has suggested it could increase healthcare funding to provinces 
and territories but would direct where that money should be spent instead. Would you support or oppose the federal government increasing 
healthcare funding to provinces and territories but only for services that provinces and territories determine in advance?

TOTAL (n=2,614)

British Columbia (n=272)

Alberta (n=223)

Saskatchewan (n=63*)

Manitoba (n=76*)

Ontario (n=775)

Quebec (n=476)

New Brunswick (n=159)

Nova Scotia (n=172)

Prince Edward Island (n=126)

Newfoundland (n=132)

Territories (n=140)

25%

22%

27%

15%

20%

22%

34%

23%

26%

31%

25%

26%

39%

35%

40%

41%

44%

40%

38%

37%

38%

43%

41%

35%

64%
57%

66%
56%

64%
62%

72%
61%

65%
74%

66%
61%

8-9/1010/10

IMPORTANCE PROVINCES/ TERRITORIES 
ABLE TO ALLOCATE FEDERAL FUNDING

52%
55%
54%

45%
58%

56%
40%

63%
54%
55%
54%
54%

35%
28%

35%
37%

28%
30%

51%
25%

33%
39%

27%
31%

SupportOppose

SUPPORT/OPPOSITION FOR PROVINCES/TERRITORIES 
IN ADVANCE DETERMINING ALLOCATION OF FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT INCREASES FOR SERVICES 

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.



Perception of Adequacy of Federal Healthcare Funding

24Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

TOTAL (n=2,614)

British Columbia (n=272)

Alberta (n=223)

Saskatchewan (n=63*)

Manitoba (n=76*)

Ontario (n=775)

Quebec (n=476)

New Brunswick (n=159)

Nova Scotia (n=172)

Prince Edward Island (n=126)

Newfoundland (n=132)

Territories (n=140)

22%

23%

24%

22%

20%

21%

23%

21%

18%

20%

19%

14%

Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q11.The federal government currently provides funding to support the provinces and territories in the delivery of healthcare services. Based on what you 
know or have heard do you think the federal government provides an adequate amount of funding to the provinces and territories to properly deliver health 
services to its citizens? Q14. When Medicare, the current guiding principle for Canada’s health systems, was introduced in the 1960’s the federal government 
share of funding was 50%. Since then, their share has dropped to 22%.  Is the federal government’s current share of healthcare funding sufficient?

10%

5%

11%

13%

11%

10%

11%

10%

9%

10%

8%

8%

TOP OF MIND 
PERCEPTIONS

PERCEPTIONS AFTER INFORMATION 
ABOUT CHANGES OVER TIME FROM 
50% TO 22% FEDERAL FUNDING

Only one-in-five Canadians feel that the 
federal government provides an 
adequate amount of funding to the 
provinces and territories to properly 
deliver health services.  
Even fewer believe that the federal 
government’s current share of 
healthcare funding is sufficient upon 
learning that funding has decreased 
from 50% to 22%.



British Columbia
(n=272)

Alberta
(n=223)

Saskatchewan
(n=63*)

Manitoba
(n=76*)

Ontario
(n=775)

Quebec
(n=476)

New Brunswick
(n=159)

Nova Scotia
(n=172)

Prince Edward Island
(n=126)

Newfoundland
(n=132)

Territories
(n=140)

Perceived Fairness of Funding Sources

More than half of Canadians feel it is unfair that provinces and 
territories have to make up 78% of the cost of providing 
healthcare service in Canada.
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Base: All respondents (n=2,614). *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q13. Healthcare services in Canada cost just over $200 billion last year. Of that amount, the federal government currently 
provides about 22% of this cost and the provinces and territories make up the rest of the cost. Do you feel it is fair or unfair the 
provinces and territories have to make up over three-quarters -78% of the cost of providing healthcare service in Canada?

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

6%

25%

35%

21%

13%

Very fair
Somewhat fair
Somewhat unfair
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REGION



British Columbia
(n=272)

Alberta
(n=223)

Saskatchewan
(n=63*)

Manitoba
(n=76*)

Ontario
(n=775)

Quebec
(n=476)

New Brunswick
(n=159)

Nova Scotia
(n=172)

Prince Edward Island
(n=126)

Newfoundland
(n=132)

Territories
(n=140)

Support/Opposition for Premiers’ Funding 
Recommendation
85% of Canadians support the premiers’ healthcare funding 
recommendation that the federal government increase its share 
of healthcare funding from 22% to 35% of the overall cost of 
providing healthcare.

26Base: All respondents (n=2,614). *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q14B. Canada’s premiers have recommended the federal government increase its share of healthcare funding from 22% to 35% of the overall 
cost of providing healthcare (an increase of $28 billion annually). Do you support or oppose the Premiers’ recommendation?

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.
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REGION



British Columbia
(n=272)

Alberta
(n=223)

Saskatchewan
(n=63*)

Manitoba
(n=76*)

Ontario
(n=775)

Quebec
(n=476)

New Brunswick
(n=159)

Nova Scotia
(n=172)

Prince Edward Island
(n=126)

Newfoundland
(n=132)

Territories
(n=140)

Over three-quarters of Canadians believe that federal 
funding has to be sustainable and maintained over time.

27
Base: All respondents (n=2,614). *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q15B. The federal government has suggested that it would increase funding to provinces and territories for healthcare expenses like more 
healthcare workers for a period of 4 years. After that, the funding will end, or the provinces will have to absorb the costs. Do you agree that for 
long term improvements in the healthcare, the federal government’s funding has to be sustainable and maintained over time?

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.
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Healthcare Priorities if More Funding (Aided)

Increasing the number of doctors and nurses in the system and reducing wait times are perceived to be the most important priorities 
if there was more money for healthcare coming from the federal government.

28
Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q15. Below is a list of health services. If there was more money for healthcare coming from the federal government to your province or territory, please indicate where you think 
that additional money should be spent first. Please sort the list by clicking on and dragging a service from the list to the appropriate prioritization box on the right-hand side. #1 is 
the Top Priority; #2 is 2nd top priority and so.

Increasing the number of doctors (including family 
doctors) and nurses in the system

Reduce surgical wait times and backlogs

Reduce wait times in emergency department

Improve the situation in long-term/personal care homes 
by hiring more staff and improving safety standards

Expand mental health/addiction treatment services

Purchase more diagnostic equipment and hire 
technicians to reduce wait times for these services

Introduce a new publicly funded universal pharmacare
prescription drug program

Lower Priorities Highest Priorities

35%

19%

15%

10%

7%
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11%

15%

14%

14%

12%

15%

8%
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Healthcare Priorities if More Funding (Aided) 
x REGION

29
Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution.
Q15. Below is a list of health services. If there was more money for healthcare coming from the federal government to your province or 
territory, please indicate where you think that additional money should be spent first. Please sort the list by clicking on and dragging a 
service from the list to the appropriate prioritization box on the right-hand side. #1 is the Top Priority; #2 is 2nd top priority and so.

HIGHEST PRIORITIES (RANK #1-3)

TOTAL REGION

BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PE NL TRT
(n=2,614) (n=272) (n=223) (n=63*) (n=76*) (n=775) (n=476) (n=159) (n=172) (n=126) (n=132) (n=180)

Increasing the number of doctors (including family 
doctors) and nurses in the system 66% 67% 59% 68% 58% 65% 70% 78% 80% 81% 68% 78%

Reduce surgical wait times and backlogs 58% 57% 64% 67% 63% 53% 65% 50% 45% 45% 63% 49%

Reduce wait times in emergency department 49% 44% 52% 37% 53% 47% 54% 48% 50% 54% 52% 38%

Improve the situation in long-term/personal care homes 
by hiring more staff and improving safety standards 38% 29% 26% 36% 35% 42% 44% 42% 26% 33% 24% 27%

Expand mental health/addiction treatment services 32% 37% 36% 41% 30% 33% 25% 29% 38% 42% 35% 50%

Purchase more diagnostic equipment and hire 
technicians to reduce wait times for these services 32% 34% 32% 24% 34% 33% 30% 30% 28% 23% 28% 38%

Introduce a new publicly funded universal pharmacare
prescription drug program 24% 31% 30% 26% 26% 27% 12% 23% 31% 22% 31% 20%

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.

Provincial Top 3



Healthcare System 
Messaging



Don’t 
know

6% It is urgent that the federal government act now to increase 
healthcare funding to fix healthcare across Canada.

6%
The pandemic exposed gaps and weaknesses in Canada’s 
healthcare systems and it’s time the federal government 

increased its share of the cost for running them.

7%
The federal government should make increasing healthcare 

support to provinces and territories a federal budget 
priority in 2022.

7% Provinces and territories should have the flexibility to adapt 
healthcare funding to their specific needs.

8%
In order for Canada’s healthcare systems to keep pace with 
growing healthcare needs, the federal government has to 
significantly increase its share of the cost of running them.

Attitudes Towards Healthcare Systems
85% of Canadians agree that it’s urgent the federal government acts now to increase healthcare funding to fix healthcare 
across Canada and that the pandemic has exposed gaps and weaknesses in Canada’s healthcare systems.  There is also strong 
agreement that provinces and territories should have the flexibility to adapt healthcare funding to their specific needs.

31Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q19. In the table below, are several statements about the public healthcare systems in Canada. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each statement.  
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Don’t 
know

10%
The increased financial support offered during the pandemic to 
provinces and territories by the federal government needs to be 
made permanent to allow provinces and territories to stabilize 

and improve health services moving forward.

8% The federal government should provide more healthcare 
funding to provinces and territories without any conditions.

22%
If the provincial and territorial share of healthcare spending 

continues to increase, larger provinces will have a better system 
and smaller provinces or territories will have a poorer health 

system.

15% The healthcare systems in Canada are adequately funded, the 
money is just not spent well.

Attitudes Towards Healthcare Systems (cont.)

32Base: All respondents (n=2,614) 
Q19. In the table below, are several statements about the public healthcare systems in Canada. Please indicate whether you agree or disagree with each statement.  
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34%
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40%

37%

34%
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50%
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Attitudes Towards Healthcare Systems
x REGION

Across Canada, there is the greatest urgency expressed in Quebec and PEI for the government to fix healthcare across 
Canada.

33
Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution. 
Q19. In the table below, are several statements about the public healthcare systems in Canada. Please indicate whether you 
agree or disagree with each statement.  

TOTAL AGREE

TOTAL REGION
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PEI NL TRT

(n=2,614) (n=272) (n=223) (n=63*) (n=76*) (n=775) (n=476) (n=159) (n=172) (n=126) (n=132) (n=180)

It is urgent that the federal government act now to 
increase healthcare funding to fix healthcare across 
Canada.

85% 83% 84% 72% 87% 85% 89% 90% 87% 94% 88% 80%

The pandemic exposed gaps and weaknesses in Canada’s 
healthcare systems and it’s time the federal government 
increased its share of the cost for running them.

85% 84% 85% 76% 84% 84% 88% 87% 86% 93% 84% 85%

The federal government should make increasing 
healthcare support to provinces and territories a federal 
budget priority in 2022.

84% 83% 83% 83% 85% 84% 86% 89% 89% 93% 85% 81%

Provinces and territories should have the flexibility to 
adapt healthcare funding to their specific needs. 84% 85% 84% 69% 76% 83% 88% 84% 86% 92% 90% 79%

In order for Canada’s healthcare systems to keep pace 
with growing healthcare needs, the federal government 
has to significantly increase its share of the cost of 
running them.

82% 84% 82% 67% 84% 80% 87% 85% 84% 92% 82% 82%

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.



Attitudes Towards Healthcare Systems (cont.)
x REGION

Residents of smaller provinces are more likely to be concerned that if the provincial or territorial share of healthcare 
spending continues to increase, then they may end up with a poorer health system.

34
Base: All respondents. *Small sample size, interpret with caution. 
Q19. In the table below, are several statements about the public healthcare systems in Canada. Please indicate whether you 
agree or disagree with each statement.  

TOTAL AGREE

TOTAL REGION
BC AB SK MB ON QC NB NS PEI NL TRT

(n=2,614) (n=272) (n=223) (n=63*) (n=76*) (n=775) (n=476) (n=159) (n=172) (n=126) (n=132) (n=180)

The increased financial support offered during the 
pandemic to provinces and territories by the federal 
government needs to be made permanent to allow 
provinces and territories to stabilize and improve health 
services moving forward.

78% 76% 79% 74% 75% 77% 81% 82% 79% 84% 78% 74%

The federal government should provide more healthcare 
funding to provinces and territories without any 
conditions.

71% 70% 71% 66% 69% 68% 75% 72% 74% 72% 69% 64%

If the provincial and territorial share of healthcare 
spending continues to increase, larger provinces will 
have a better system and smaller provinces or territories 
will have a poorer health system.

50% 48% 52% 63% 57% 47% 49% 65% 63% 69% 58% 56%

The healthcare systems in Canada are adequately 
funded, the money is just not spent well. 37% 35% 42% 43% 27% 36% 37% 35% 27% 29% 38% 31%

Statistically significantly higher than Total.
Statistically significantly lower than Total.



OUR COMMITMENTS TO QUALITY

Leger is a member of ESOMAR (European Society for Opinion and Market Research), the global
association of opinion polls and marketing research professionals. As such, Leger is committed to
applying the international ICC/ESOMAR code of Market, Opinion and Social Research and Data
Analytics.

Leger is also a member of the Insights Association, the American Association of Marketing 
Research Analytics.

Leger is a member of the Canadian Research Insights Council (CRIC), the industry association for the 
market/survey/insights research industry.

Leger is a sponsor of CAIP Canada, Canada's professional body for Certified Analytics and Insights 
Professionals who uphold CRIC's marketing research and public opinion research standards. CAIP 
Canada is globally endorsed by ESOMAR and the MRII/University of Georgia.
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https://www.esomar.org
https://www.esomar.org/uploads/public/knowledge-and-standards/codes-and-guidelines/ESOMAR_ICC-ESOMAR_Code_English.pdf
http://www.insightsassociation.org
https://canadianresearchinsightscouncil.ca/
https://www.caip-paim.ca/


We know Canadians

leger360.com @leger360 /LegerCanada /company/leger360 @leger360

https://twitter.com/leger360
https://www.facebook.com/LegerCanada
https://www.linkedin.com/company/117931/
https://www.instagram.com/leger360/
http://www.leger360.com/en-ca/
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